Piedmont Swing Dance Society (PSDS) Safe Space Policy

Creating a safe space policy is a vital step for any social dance organization. It sets a
standard for behavior, ensures everyone feels welcome, and provides a clear framework
for handling issues if they arise.

Why Have a Safe Space Policy?

The primary reason for a safe space policy is to foster an environment of mutual respect
and physical safety. Swing dance is a high-contact, social activity that often involves
close physical proximity and high-energy movement. Without clear guidelines,
misunderstandings regarding consent, personal boundaries, or physical safety can occur.
A formal policy:

Empowers Dancers: It gives individuals the language and permission to say "no"
or set boundaries.

Sets Expectations: It informs new and veteran dancers alike that harassment,
dangerous dancing, and exclusionary behavior will not be tolerated.

Builds Trust: It demonstrates that the organizers prioritize the well-being of the
community over "just having fun."

The "S.W.L.N.G." Steps to Safety

To make your policy easy to remember, you can use the SWING acronym:

1.

2.

3.

Say Yes to Consent: Always ask before a dance and respect a "no" without
question.

Watch Your Space: Be mindful of your "floor-craft" to avoid kicking or bumping
others.

Inclusion Matters: Treat every dancer with respect regardless of age, gender, race,
or ability.

No Unsolicited Advice: Don't teach on the social floor unless your partner explicitly
asks for help.

Get Help: If you feel uncomfortable or see something wrong, find an organizer or
"Dance Captain" immediately.

Detailed Policy Guidelines

1. Personal Boundaries & Consent
Consent is the foundation of a healthy dance floor.

The Right to Decline: Anyone can decline a dance for any reason (fatigue, the
song, or just needing a break). You do not owe anyone an explanation for saying
"no."

The Right to End: If you feel uncomfortable during a dance, you have the right to
stop the dance before the song ends.

Close Positioning: Always ask or check in before moving into a very close "chest-
to-chest" connection.

2. Physical Safety & Floor-craft



e Aerials and Drops: These should never be performed on a social dance floor.
Save them for performances and jam circles where there is dedicated space.

« Kicks and Elbows: Keep your movements "within your own cylinder" when the
floor is crowded. If you accidentally kick or bump someone, apologize immediately
and check if they are okay.

3. Harassment and Conduct

We have a zero-tolerance policy for harassment. This includes:
« Inappropriate touching or "creepy" behavior.

e Verbal abuse, derogatory language, or discriminatory jokes.
e Pressuring others to drink or engage in behavior they aren't comfortable with.

4. Reporting Incidents

« If you experience or witness behavior that violates this policy, please reach out to a
Board member. Our Board members are trained to handle situations with
discretion and care.

« All complaints will be maintained in strict confidence, except when disclosure is
required by law or to avert an immediate threat to personal safety. Board members
may take any action they deem appropriate, including, but not limited to the
following progression:

1) Discussing the incident in confidence with involved parties and creating an
action plan to prevent further incidents and or asking offenders to leave for
the day.

2) Documenting the incident in a written report.

3) Issuing a verbal and or written warning to the offender.

4) A temporary or permanent expulsion from PSDS classes or events without a
refund.

5) Contacting law enforcement if there is an immediate risk to participant
safety or if legally obligated to do so.

e In cases of serious misconduct or harassment, Board members reserve the right to
confidentially disclose factual details regarding the incident and resulting
disciplinary actions (such as warnings or expulsions) to other dance organizations.

Conclusion

Our goal is to ensure that the joy of swing dancing is accessible to everyone. By following
these guidelines, we protect the longevity of our community and ensure that the dance
floor remains a place of creativity, rhythm, and safety.

Remember: We are all here to have fun, but never at the expense of someone else's
comfort or safety. Let's look out for one another and keep the spirit of swing dancing alive!
Should you have any questions about these policies please contact the board.



